Fine needle aspiration cytology of localized Leishmania lymphadenitis.
Leishmania lymphadenitis, an uncommon cause of lymphadenopathy, is usually diagnosed by surgical biopsy performed because of suspicion of lymphoma. The cytopathologic features of this disease do not appear to have been previously described. This paper describes the findings in seven cases of Leishmania lymphadenitis diagnosed by fine needle aspiration (FNA) cytology. The identification of Leishman-Donovan bodies in epithelioid cells in the aspirates led to the cytologic diagnosis of Leishmania lymphadenitis, which was histologically confirmed in all cases. Since this disease is self-limiting and requires no treatment, FNA diagnosis is especially useful in that the patient can be spared more invasive diagnostic techniques.